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AGENDA 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

LAKE COUNTY GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT 

September 15, 2025 

 

 

 

1.0 Call Meeting to Order, President Pro-Tem Dr. Irene Druzina 

 

2.0 Opening of Meeting 

 

2.01 Declaration of Quorum 

2.02 Citizen’s Remarks 

2.03 Certification of Delivery of Official Notices of Meeting 

  

 

3.0 Board of Health 

 

3.01 Minutes, Regular Meeting August 18, 2025 

 

 

4.0 Health District Staff Reports 

 

4.01 Clinical and Community Health Services Report  

4.02 Environmental Health Report 

4.03 Finance and HR Director 

4.04 Health Education and Outreach Report  

4.05 Population Health & Emergency Planning 

4.06 Health Commissioner’s Report  

 

 

5.0 Committee Meetings 

 

No Reports 
 

 

6.0 Old Business 

 

6.01 Board of Health Tracking 

 



September 15, 2025 - 2 -  

 

7.0 New Business 

 

7.01 Resolutions 

7.01.01 Certification of Monies, Resolution 25-09-07-01-01-100 

7.01.02 Increase/Decrease Appropriations, Resolution 25-09-07-01-02-100 

 

7.02 Permission to Accept the Drug Free Community Grant, $116,571.00 

 

7.03 Permission to Contract with the Western Reserve Educational Service Center, Not 

to Exceed $120,000 

 

7.04 Permission to Submit an Application to the Cleveland Foundation 

 

7.05 Request for Legal Action for Homeowners Who Are Non-Compliant with Their 

5-Year Operation and Maintenance Permit  
 

7.06 Permission for Variance Request for Hayes Drive, Willoughby Hills – Parcels 

31A002B000040, 0050, 0060, 0070, 0080 

 

 

8.0 Adjournment 
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1.0 Call to Order 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Health of the Lake County General Health District was 

called to order at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, September 15, 2025, by President Pro-Tem Dr. Irene 

Druzina.  The meeting was held at the Lake County Health District office located at 5966 

Heisley Road, Mentor, Ohio.  

 

 

2.0 Opening of Meeting 

 

2.01 Declaration of Quorum 

 

The following members were present constituting a quorum: 

 

Dr. Irene Druzina  

Rich Harvey 

Beth Horvath  

Nikolas Janek 

 Brian Katz  

Patricia Murphy  

Randy Owoc  

 

 Filippo Scafidi  

David Valentine  

Lindsey Virgilio 

 

Absent: Dr. Alvin Brown, Steven Karns, Dr. Douglas Moul, and Dr. Lynn Smith  

 

Minutes were recorded by Gina Parker, Registrar/Office Manager.   

 

Also present from the Health District staff: 

 

Kristen Fink 

Adam Litke 

Christine Margalis 

 

 Bert Mechenbier 

Gina Parker 

Natalie Pray 

 

 Christine Schriefer 

Dan Sinclair 

 

Also in attendance: Rich Morrison 

 

 

2.02 Citizens’ Remarks 

 

There were no Citizens’ Remarks. 

 

 

2.03 Certification of Delivery of Official Notices 

 

Certification of delivery of the official notices of the regular meeting of the Board of Health on 

September 10, 2025, was made by Deputy Health Commissioner Adam Litke. 
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3.0 Board of Health 

 

3.01 Approval of Minutes 

 

Brian Katz moved and Randy Owoc seconded a motion that the minutes of the  

August 18, 2025, Board of Health regular meeting be approved as written; motion carried. 

 

 

4.0 Health District Staff Reports 

 

4.01  

Community Health Services 

 

4.01.01 

Division of Nursing Director’s Report 

 

Director Update:  

• Natalie Pray, Director of Nursing (DON), attended and assisted with Geauga Public 

Health (GPH) child clinics held on 8/4, 8/18, 8/20, and 8/27/25. 

• Biannual maintenance for the vaccine refrigerators and freezers was done for the first 

time this year on 8/12/25 at both LCGHD and GPH. 

• Interviews have been held for the Public Health Nurse III position and a candidate has 

been selected. Her first day at LCGHD will be 10/6/25. 

 

 

4.01.02 

Trainings and Meetings 

 

• On 8/4/25, Diane Keep RN held Geauga’s first Drug Overdose and Suicide Fatality 

Review meeting.  

• DON attended the Weekly Epi Discussion Series calls on 8/21 and 8/28/25. 

• Diane Keep RN attended The National Institute for Children’s Health Quality Safe Sleep 

webinar on 8/28/25. 

 

 

4.01.03 

 Other Programs 

 

Vaccination Clinics 

 

• LCGHD’s second mobile clinic was held on 8/14/25 at Painesville’s WIC location from 

10am-2pm. This clinic was specifically for children who are uninsured, underinsured, or 

are enrolled in Medicaid. 17 children attended and 33 total vaccines were given. 2 

children were enrolled in Medicaid, 14 were uninsured, and 1 was underinsured. 

• More childhood vaccination clinics have been scheduled for 9/4/25, 9/17/25, 10/2/25, and 

10/15/25. These clinics are also located at Painesville’s WIC location. 
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• These clinics were mentioned in a news article posted on Cleveland.com, The Plain 

Dealer, and MSN. See the link for the article below.  

o https://www.cleveland.com/lake-county/2025/08/lake-county-health-district-to-

host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month.html 

o https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-

childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-

AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcompone

nts=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult vaccination 

clinics and  

• TB clinics are still currently on hold. 

 

Complex Medical Help (CMH) 

 

No new information. 

 

Grants 

 

No current grants. 

 

Community Events 

 

DON and Melissa Kimbrough RN attended the Help Me Learn Day in Geauga County. 

Free dental exams, eye exams, clothing, school supplies, hair cuts, and more were 

provided to Geauga County families in need of support. At this fair, DON and Melissa 

Kimbrough RN distributed vaccination clinic materials.  

 

 

Lead Testing  

 

No lead testing was performed in August. 

 

 

Natalie Pray provided the following highlights: 

 

• A new nurse has been hired and she will start October 6, 2025. 

• The next vaccination clinic will be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2025.  It will be for 

children that are underinsured, have no insurance, or have Medicaid.  The Vaccine for 

Children program is funded through the Ohio Department of Health.  It funds the vaccine 

costs but no longer covers staffing costs. 

 

Discussion: 

Patricia Murphy suggested that pharmaceutical companies may be able to provide assistance 

with vaccine costs.  Adam Litke will discuss it at the Association of Ohio Health Commissioners 

(AOHC) Fall Conference. 

 

 

https://www.cleveland.com/lake-county/2025/08/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month.html
https://www.cleveland.com/lake-county/2025/08/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult%20vaccination%20clinics%20and
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult%20vaccination%20clinics%20and
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult%20vaccination%20clinics%20and
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult%20vaccination%20clinics%20and
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/lake-county-health-district-to-host-free-childhood-immunization-clinics-next-month/ar-AA1L2Rgg?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1Adult%20vaccination%20clinics%20and
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4.02 

Environmental Health 

 

4.02.01  Division Director’s Report 

 

4.02.01.01 

 Updates and Special Topics 

 

WORLD RABIES DAY - September 20, 2025 

 

Rabies is a fatal but preventable viral disease. It can be 

spread to people and pets through the bites and scratches 

of an infected animal. Rabies primarily affects the central 

nervous system, leading to severe brain disease and death 

if medical care is not received before symptoms start. 

 

After a rabies exposure, the rabies virus must travel to the 

brain before it can cause symptoms. This time between 

exposure and the appearance of symptoms is the 

incubation period, which may last for weeks to months. 

The first symptoms of rabies may be like the flu, 

including weakness or discomfort, fever, or headache. 

There also may be discomfort, prickling, or an itching 

sensation at the site of the bite. Usually, severe disease appears within two weeks of the first 

symptoms, when the rabies virus causes anxiety, confusion, agitation, and hallucinations. This 

includes the "classic" rabies symptoms of being very thirsty but panicked by fluids, having lots 

of saliva, and aggressive behavior like thrashing and biting. Once clinical signs of rabies appear, 

the disease is nearly always fatal. 

 

Rabies Vaccination in People 

 

Each year, around 100,000 Americans are vaccinated against rabies after a potential rabies 

exposure. If you may have been exposed to rabies, you should urgently seek medical attention. 

Medical care following a rabies exposure is called post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). PEP 

includes wound care, human rabies immune globulin (HRIG), and a series of four or five rabies 

vaccines, which must be given as soon as possible after an exposure. You must get this care to 

prevent the disease from developing, and it's nearly 100% effective if you get it after exposure. 

The disease is rare in humans in the United States, with fewer than 10 deaths reported each year. 

But because it's found in wildlife throughout the country (except for Hawaii), rabies poses a 

serious public health threat. 
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Animals that Carry Rabies 

 

In the United States, more than 90% of reported cases of rabies in animals occur in wildlife. 

Rabies is found in many wildlife species, which include: 

• Bats 

• Raccoons 

• Skunks 

• Foxes 

 

Nearly three in four Americans live in a community where animals carry rabies. Contact with 

infected bats is the leading cause of human rabies deaths in this country; at least seven out of 10 

people who die from rabies in the United States were infected by bats. Rabid dogs in the U.S. are 

uncommon because of effective rabies prevention and control programs. Around the world, 

domestic dogs are responsible for more than 95% of the estimated 70,000 human deaths each 

year. 

 

Rabies prevention efforts by veterinary, wildlife management, and public health professionals 

mean that human cases of rabies in the U.S. are rare. Every year, wildlife management 

professionals distribute more than 5 million oral vaccines to wildlife through baits to control 

rabies at its source. Veterinarians vaccinate more than 90 million cats and dogs each year. These 

vaccinations significantly reduce the risk that you or your pets get rabies. 

 

You can help prevent rabies by: 

• Making sure your pets are up to date on their rabies vaccines 

• Keeping wildlife wild - stay away from wildlife for both human and animal safety 

• Calling animal control to remove stray animals from your neighborhood 

• Washing bites or scratches immediately with soap and water after possible rabies 

exposure 

• Seeking medical care urgently if you may have been exposed to rabies 

 

Around the world, large-scale dog vaccination programs are the most effective way to prevent 

rabies. However, in many countries, there aren't enough resources to reach all the dogs that need 

it. CDC works with public and private partners to improve international vaccine access for 

people and animals, making travel safer and improving global health. 

 

LCGHD Environmental Health staff has 

investigated over 200 animal bites this year; 

these include bites from pets, stray animals, and 

wildlife. We have submitted 23 samples to ODH 

for testing, including wildlife and aggressive or 

sick pets. Local veterinarians have submitted 20 

samples, and our roadkill collection crew have 

picked up over 60 animals for testing by the 

United States Department of Agriculture, 

(USDA). All samples submitted from Lake 

County have been negative for Rabies. 

https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/taking-bait-usda-safeguards-wildlife-against-rabies-virus
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/taking-bait-usda-safeguards-wildlife-against-rabies-virus
https://rabiestaskforce.com/
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4.02.02 Air Pollution Control Programs  

 

4.02.02.01 

 Unit Supervisor’s Report 

 

Air Pollution Control 

 

B. Mechenbier participated in the monthly Ohio Local Air Pollution Control Officers 

Association (OLAPCOA) conference call on August 4. A main topic of discussion is the 

restructuring of the Particulate Monitor 2.5 network. The state is proposing to eliminate most of 

the intermittent monitors now that the continuous monitors have proven to be reliable and 

accurate. The Ohio EPA is waiting for a response from the USEPA to the new plan. The State is 

continuing to work on the final contracts for the local agencies. Funding seems to be stable 

currently. 

 

Staff passed 2 monitor audits, Sulphur Dioxide and Ozone, conducted by the USEPA at the 

Painesville site on August 11. 

 

Staff passed the Ozone re-audit at the Eastlake site on August 1. This re-audit was required due 

to a malfunction with the Ohio EPA audit equipment. 

 

B. Mechenbier participated in the bimonthly Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting 

held on August 14. 

 

Field Monitoring Team 

 

The team trained on August 13. We were able to review the new equipment and have some 

hands-on time with it. I still hope to have everyone comfortable with it by the end of the year. 

 

 

4.02.03  General Environmental Health Programs 

 

4.02.03.01 

 Unit Supervisor’s Report 

 

Food Safety 

 

In August, the food staff completed 199 standard food inspections, 38 reinspections, 8 pre-

licensing inspections, 18 complaints, 18 temporaries, 3 mobiles, 14 consultations, and 7 plan 

reviews. In addition, they completed 4 indoor pool inspections, 64 outdoor pool inspections, 3 

pool equipment inventory inspections, 5 pool reinspections, 2 temporary campground inspection, 

1 campground inspection, 1 jail inspection, and 13 school inspections. 

 

Staff continue to assist with front desk coverage, as needed. P. Stromp conducted a Back to 

School Food Safety Refresher for the Painesville City School Cafeteria workers on 8/13 and for 

the Riverside School Cafeteria workers on 8/14. He also conducted a Person in Charge Class for 
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10 students on 8/14. An office hearing was held on 8/21 with a representative of Model 

Bakery/Gartman’s regarding reoccurring violations.  

 

The HealthSpace Conversion is progressing. Weekly meetings occur until the process is 

completed. 

 

August events that were inspected by staff include: Vintage Ohio, The Fest, Rock the Hills, and 

Wickliffe I & A Club Bocce Tournament.  

 

Housing 

 

Lake County Elder Interdisciplinary Team 

 

Attended the Interdisciplinary Team Meeting held by Job and Family Service/Adult Services via 

TEAMS this month. 

 

Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) 

 

Food Program CQI: August meeting was cancelled and is rescheduled for September 22, 2025.  

Charter updates and discussion to decrease the number of chemical violations through education.   

                               

Building Updates 

 

The front entrance work continues. The glass, doors, door openers, heat, lighting, and fire 

sprinkler have all been installed. We are in the final stages of construction.  

 

 

4.02.04  Vector-borne Disease Program 

 

4.02.04.01  

Unit Supervisor’s Report 

 

Mosquito Control  

 

• Staff sprayed 24 routes over 13 nights in August. The surveillance and trapping numbers 

continue to be low.  

• We were notified of 3 West Nile Virus positive mosquito pools in August. This brings 

our total to 12 positive mosquito pools this year. 

• Ohio Department of Health has reported 11 human cases of WNV, none in Lake County.  

 Ohio is on track to surpass last year’s Lyme disease case count with over 1,600 cases reported 

so far this year (~1,800 cases were reported for 2024).  Lake has had 10 human cases reported, 

this disease is spread by black legged ticks. 
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4.02.05 Water and Waste Programs 

 

4.02.05.01  

 Unit Supervisor’s Report 

 

Septic Smart Week 2025: September 15-19, 2025 

 

Septic Smart Week is an annual event that is held the third 

week of September. Communities, national organizations, 

local groups, and state governments can bring attention to the 

importance of caring for and maintaining septic systems by 

organizing homeowner education events, sponsoring 

workshops or sharing social media from the Septic Smart 

program. 

 

Owning a home is more than just having a place to live; it's 

about taking on responsibilities that ensure your household runs smoothly and reliably. If your 

home relies on a septic system, you might not realize it, but you have an important role, you're 

not just a homeowner; you're also a wastewater treatment operator! While this might sound 

daunting, embracing this role is crucial for maintaining your system’s health and protecting your 

shared neighborhood environment. 

 

Storm Water  

 

The Willoughby USPS exterior sewer line has been connected to the sanitary line as of August 

28th therefore the illicit discharge of wastewater entering the storm sewer has been eliminated. 

The remainder of the project work (cured in place pipe for interior lines) should be wrapped up 

by the middle of September.  

 

114 outfalls were screened in August. 17 outfalls had dry weather flow and 3 in Concord had 

some elevated levels to be investigated further. E. coli was not detected. Screening continues as 

weather permits. 2 outfalls are currently under investigation due to elevated bacteria levels. 

 

Five wastewater complaints were investigated in August. One is under further investigation. One 

complaint in Mentor was investigated and detected having a grease dumping incident to the 

storm drain by a hood cleaning company. NOV (notice of violation) letter was received by the 

owner and the cleaning company. Staff spoke to the owner of the cleaning company on BMPs. 

 

Five restaurants throughout the county were visited in August. Best Management Practice - BMP 

posters were provided to educate on stormwater pollution sources and prevention. Each location 

can use the poster to remind employees about the importance of keeping our waterways clean 

and for future training of new employees. 
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Sewage Treatment   

  

Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) 

 

Chris Loxterman made application to Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for the 2026 Water 

Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) assistance program on September 12, 2025. The Water 

Pollution Control Loan Fund is designed to assist current homeowners in making repairs or 

replacing household sewage treatment systems based on several income levels. Assistance can be 

anywhere from 50, 80, or 100% based on household income. We have asked for up to $150,000 

to repair/ replace/ connect up to 15 failing septic systems beginning in 2026. We have 

participated in the past with this program and were very successful. In 2024/2025 we were able 

to repair 8 failing septic systems, connected 2 properties to the sanitary sewer, and assisted 12 

homeowners with sanitary sewer permit and connection fees (Old Towne Kirtland). We had until 

November of 2025 to utilize all of the $150,000 (2024 funds) we were approved for, which have 

been utilized. We have awarded $119,000 of the 2025 funding to date. We expect to use up the 

2025 funding before the end of this year. 

 

Solid Waste 

 

Staff conducted the monthly inspection at the Lake County Landfill. 

 

Staff has been inspecting the closed landfill sites and class 3 and 4 compost sites. 

 

Water Quality 

 

Bathing Beach 

 

The bathing beach monitoring program ended on September 1st, and the staff will be working on 

the final report for submission to the Ohio Dept. of Health. The accuracy of the beach models 

were determined by our beach program sanitarian and the results are as follows: 

 

Fairport Harbor Metroparks Beach:  

Overall accuracy of model was 80 % (with 6 false exceedances, 6 false non exceedances and 3 

correct exceedances) 

 

Mentor Headlands State Park Beach:  

Overall accuracy of the model was 75% (with 9 false exceedances, 5 false non exceedances and 

5 correct exceedances) 

 

The overall accuracy of the models was slightly lower than the predictions made on previous 

years of sampling. We hope to see this to go back up next year as we build upon the models 

created. 
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4.02.06  Board Action Status  

 

Note:  New entries are bold faced 

 

 

Bert Mechenbier provided the following highlights for Dan Lark: 

 

• Mosquito spraying will be completed this week.  After this, it will continue as needed. 

 

Discussion: 

Dr. Irene Druzina asked if the mosquito spray had any crossover to ticks.  Bert Mechenbier said 

no, it only affects mosquitoes. 

Patricia Murphy asked for information regarding the roadkill collection crew.  Bert Mechenbier 

said animals are collected and tested for rabies by the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA).  Nikolas Janek requested a breakdown of animal type collected and tested. 

  

Program Name Pol. 

Sub. 

BOH Ref. 

Date 

Status 
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4.03 

Finance and HR Director’s Report 

 

4.03.01 Miscellaneous 

   

1. Front entryway is nearly complete. 

2. Review of 2025 Budget is ongoing and revision of the 2026 and creation of 

the 2027 budget is currently being worked on. 

 

 

4.03.02 Divisional Quality Improvement Activities 

 

1. Continue to work on revamping processes within Lake County General Health 

District and Geauga Public Health. 

2. Geauga Public Health Audit continues. 

3. Lake County General Health District Audit is ongoing. 

 

 

4.03.03 Employment 

 

1. Open Position(s) 

a. Epidemiologist – Office of Health Policy & Performance Improvement 

b. Clerical Specialist – Environmental Health 

c. Health Educator – Office of Health Policy & Performance Improvement 

d. Public Health Nurse III – Nursing 

e. Registered Dietician – WIC 

f. Lead Registered Dietician - WIC 

2. New Hires 

a. None 

3. Promotions 

a. Breaunna Anderson – Breastfeeding Peer Helper – WIC 

b. Alexandria Thomlison – Breastfeeding Peer Helper - WIC 

4. Lay-Offs / Terminations 

a. None 

5. Retirements 

a. None 

6. Resignations 

a. None 

7. Job Abolishment 

a. None 

8. Cancelled Positions 

a. None 

9. Transfers 

a. None 
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Notes to above chart: 
General Fund 
The General Fund Cash Balance is up $169,750.82, as compared to August 2024. Overall Cash Position for all funds 
associated with the Lake County General Health District have increased by $423,110.70.  This increase does not 
include outstanding invoices to Geauga Public Health that are in the process of being paid. 
 
 
 

 

Fund Name 2025 2024

001 Health Payroll Reserve Fund 512,982.98$       496,599.43$       

002 Immunization Action Plan 73,833.69$          72,160.19$          

003 Manufactured Homes, Parks, Camps 32,625.00$          28,050.00$          

004 Water Systems 85,501.81$          76,420.50$          

005 WIC 200,817.74$       146,500.89$       

006 Swimming Pool 53,363.60$          35,766.17$          

007 Board of Health 3,985,219.50$    3,815,468.68$    

008 Vital Statistics 325,416.59$       307,881.07$       

009 Tuberculosis Record Program -$                      -$                      

010 Food Service 479,298.93$       543,822.16$       

011 Health Promotion and Planning 154,481.03$       154,481.03$       

012 Health Budget Stabilization Fund 500,000.00$       500,000.00$       

013 Public Health Nursing 75,861.83$          262,569.59$       

014 Air Pollution Control 54,948.01$          78,679.32$          

015 Solid Waste Site 219,958.32$       145,079.68$       

016 Help Me Grow -$                      -$                      

017 Public Health Infrastructure 284,200.06$       253,263.62$       

018 Safe Community Program 57,531.05$          63,891.17$          

019 Ryan White Title I -$                      -$                      

020 HIV Prevention Grant 18,655.45$          18,655.45$          

021 Child and Family Health Services 1,218.86$            1,218.86$            

022 Family Children First Council 14,924.63$          -$                      

023 Sewage Treatment Systems 892,985.88$       519,616.32$       

024 Health District Retainage 5,415.77$            32,455.13$          

025 Carol White Grant 3,794.84$            3,794.84$            

026 Permanent Improvement 790,314.02$       966,736.95$       

027 FDA Food Service 93,610.54$          93,610.54$          

028 Tobacco Use Prevent & Cessation 242,778.16$       234,138.65$       

029 Office of Health Policy & Performance Improvement 294,664.43$       180,431.78$       

997 AFLAX/Voya 1,734.55$            1,734.55$            

Total Cash 9,456,137.27$    9,033,026.57$    

August
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Adam Litke provided the following highlights: 

 

• Fishing event will be held this Thursday, September 18, 2025, at Springbrook Gardens 

Park from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

• The audit should be completed tomorrow, September 16, 2025. 

• A finance director was hired for Geauga Public Health. 

• Explained the tuberculosis (TB) program funding in the county.  Trying to work with 

University Hospitals regarding billing.  The state has recently also requested tracking in 

latent cases in minors. 

• Complaints have been received regarding raccoons as service animals. 

• Currently working on the 2027 budget and the 2026 revised budget.  Health insurance 

will be increasing 9%. 

 

Discussion: 

Patricia Murphy asked if there were any connections in the TB cases.  Natalie Pray said no, they 

do not contain the same factors.  She added that there are going to be a lot of changes to the TB 

program requirements. 

Dr. Irene Druzina suggested looking into the Hospital Care Assurance Program (HCAP) for 

funding for TB testing. 

 

 

  

Lake County General Health District 08.31.25

All Funds % YTD Less

Budget Actual Budget Budget

Revenues

Special Assessments 45,000.00$                                     64,258.60$      142.80% (19,258.60)$     

Licenses/Permits 1,501,000.00$                                1,260,685.27$ 83.99% 240,314.73$    

Vital Statistics(Charges for Services) 320,000.00$                                   247,540.00$    77.36% 72,460.00$      

Intergovernmental Revenues 2,726,876.00$                                1,620,592.80$ 59.43% 1,106,283.20$ 

Subdivision Shares 2,925,448.00$                                2,925,446.00$ 100.00% 2.00$              

Other Revenue 1,671,600.00$                                1,635,479.02$ 97.84% 36,120.98$      

Other Financial Sources 2,377,325.00$                                1,279,825.00$ 53.83% 1,097,500.00$ 

11,567,249.00$                              9,033,826.69$ 78.10% 2,533,422.31$ 

Disbursements

Salaries 5,235,796.60$                                3,489,935.66$ 66.66% 1,745,860.94$ 

Fringe Benefits 1,958,491.29$                                1,238,295.47$ 63.23% 720,195.82$    

Other Expenses 2,718,359.94$                                1,276,548.16$ 46.96% 1,441,811.78$ 

Equipment 92,000.00$                                     -$                0.00% 92,000.00$      

State Remittances 335,397.50$                                   266,496.32$    79.46% 68,901.18$      

Other Financial Uses 2,128,225.00$                                1,279,825.00$ 60.14% 848,400.00$    

12,468,270.33$                              7,551,100.61$ 60.56% 4,917,169.72$ 
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4.04 

Health Education and Outreach 

 

4.04.01 

Division Director’s Report  

 

The Director continues to train the new part time Clerical Specialist, Alexis Rice.  Two new 

Breastfeeding Peer Helpers and a Dietitian will start in September. 

 

The picture below is a sign that includes Lake-Geauga WIC for the Willoughby WIC clinic on 

Euclid Ave. 

 

 
 

 

No update on USDA/WIC funding reductions.  Continue to serve our participants and continue 

to share resources. 

 

The Director continues to work on improving the One Call Now texting system that is provided 

through STATE WIC.  Every clinic is sending out one message on Friday for the following week 

and then second message is sent the day before as a reminder. 
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Meetings and Trainings attended: 

 

Farmers Market Painesville 8/7/25 - Milo Wengert 

WIC state call 8/11/25 Milo 

LC Education of Children Services 8/12/25 Milo 

WIC action Network conference call 8/13/2025 Milo 

Meeting with Melissa, BF in the workplace grant 8/19/25 Milo Homans 

WIC staff meeting 8/25/2025 

BF in the workplace TA call 8/21/2025 Anderson 

 

Divisional Quality Improvement Activities: 

 

The CQI project for show rate for high risk participants in underway and will be discussed at the 

next WIC staff meeting. 

 

 

4.04.02 Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Unit Report 

 

Nutrition Education/Other Updates 

 

Lake-Geauga WIC received an additional 20 booklets of Farmers Market coupons to be 

distributed.  With this second round of coupons, just like the first round, the booklets were cut in 

half to serve twice as many participants.  The deadline to use the coupons is October 31, 2025. 

 

Breastfeeding Update 

 

Ashley Anderson is the only Breastfeeding Peer at this time. Two new Breastfeeding Peers will 

be joining the WIC team in September. 

 

Breastfeeding in the Workplace Grant 

 

The grant for 2025/2026 was awarded but no contract has been received to date.  This grant will 

be listed in “New Business” next month.  Ashley Anderson will be taking on this grant along 

with working as a Breastfeeding Peer. 

 

Breastfeeding Initiation Rates on 9/1/25 

 

Painesville 75% 

Willoughby 73% 

Madison 70% 

Chardon 64% 

Middlefield 52% 
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Currently Breastfeeding Rates on 9/1/25 

 

Painesville 40% 

Willoughby 37% 

Madison 42% 

Chardon 45% 

Middlefield 16% 

 

State WIC Updates 

 

Clinic Caseload: August 2025 

 

CLINIC 

FY25 

Assigned 

Caseload 

August 

Caseload 
% Caseload 

Painesville 1,377 1,496 109% 

Willoughby 915 1,188 129% 

Madison 250 289 115% 

Chardon 300 316 105% 

Middlefield 100 106 106% 

Caseload 2,942 3,395 115% 

 

Clinic Show Rate: Aug 2025 

 

CLINIC 
March Show 

Rate 

April 

Show Rate 

May 

Show Rate 

June  

Show Rate 

July 

Show Rate 

Aug 

Show Rate 

Painesville 85% 84% 89% 86% 82% 98% 

Willoughby 82% 78% 80% 90% 86% 79% 

Madison 92% 98% 93% 91% 85% 96% 

Chardon (G) 97% 98% 99% 94% 82% 92% 

Middlefield (G) 86% 93% 95% 95% 84% 91% 

 

Clinic Activity in: August 2025 

 

Activity Scheduled Attended Show Rate % 

Re-certification 218 191 81% 

Certification 269 244 91% 

Individual Education 806 717 89% 

High Risk  124 112 90% 
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One of our goals for FY25 is to increase the show rate for the high-risk category.  

Month Oct. 
2023 

Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May.  June July Aug Sept. 

High Risk 
Percentage 

 
84% 

 
85% 

 
81% 

 
81% 

 
83% 

 
87% 

 
88% 

 
88% 

 
84% 

 
85% 

 
90% 

 
95% 

 

Month Oct. 
202
4 

Nov. Dec. Jan. 
202
5 

Feb. Mar
. 

Apr. May
.  

June July Aug Sep 

High Risk 
Percentag
e 

83% 87% 85% 84% 97% 86% 89% 84% 84% 91% 83% 90% 

Oct 2023 – Sept 2024 is the baseline for the high-risk show rate percentages. 

 

 

Kathy Milo provided the following highlights: 

 

• No update. 

 

 

4.05 

 Population Health and Emergency Planning 

 

4.05.01  

 Population Health Coordinator 

 

During August, Christine Margalis continued to provide programmatic support for grant 

programs following the resignation of Katelyn Van Norstran August 7th.  Christine assisted 

Health Educator Christine Schriefer with planning for the TU26 grant year, which included 

completion of several very detailed planning documents that will be used to guide the next year’s 

activities, establishing a small contract with NAMI Lake County to assist with health 

optimization grant deliverables, and assisting with networking contacts. 

 

While Tiffany Wurts was away on vacation, Christine Margalis attended the mandatory Creating 

Healthy Communities grant meeting on August 13th and provided support during the 

programmatic site visit conducted by Ohio Department of Health (ODH) on August 28th.  The 

July expenditure report was submitted and subsequently approved by the Ohio Department of 

Health.  The Notice of Award for FY26 is still pending, with the new grant year slated to begin 

October 1, 2025. 

 

Christine Margalis also spent time assembling documents for the FY25 Geauga Safe 

Communities Fiscal Monitoring visit conducted at Geauga Public Health on August 25th.  

Despite the year’s challenges, the visit seemed to go well, and no deficiencies were identified at 

the time of the visit. Notice of Awards are still pending for both the Lake and Geauga County’s 

Safe Communities grants. 
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During August, Christine Margalis continued to represent LCGHD at various community 

meetings and events including Leadership Lake County’s Community Builders and Signature 

Program Orientations on August 18th and 27th, as well as Lubrizol’s Wickliffe Community 

Advisory Panel meeting on August 21st.   

 

 

4.05.02 

Health Education 

 

Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Program 

Christine Schriefer has started working on the TU26 workplans and communicating with 

partners about future projects for the upcoming grant year. The plans for the TU26 grant year 

have all be approved by the Tobacco Public Health Consultant. Christine started sending out 

emails to school officials to schedule meetings to discuss potential partnership with youth 

projects this year. Christine met with Christine Henninger from the Lake County Educational 

Service Center to discuss updates on the OH YES Survey and discuss youth projects such as the 

youth task force, youth-led policy, systems, and environmental change, and the art media 

campaign.  Christine went to the Juvenile Detention Center to provide a presentation about 

vaping and attend community events to engage with community members and provide education 

about tobacco/nicotine.  

 

 

 

Tobacco Cessation Activities  

Program Performance 

August YTD 

 

People Reached Through Media Outreach 478 62,100 

Number of individuals impacted by new smoke-free policies 0 80 

Number of school/organization tobacco policies updated or 

adopted 

0 3 

Number of people reached at events and presentations 80 11,033 

 

Meetings/Trainings/Initiatives Attended by Christine Schriefer: 

• 8/2- Back to School Bash 

• 8/7- Webinar: “Healthy Retail Strategies: Countering the Tobacco Industry’s Influence on 

Retailers” 

• 8/13- Lake TU26 Monthly Call 

• 8/14- Tobacco Free Ohio Alliance Research Translation Webinar 

• 8/18- Vaping Presentation Youth Detention Center 

• 8/18- Fairport Harbor Resource Fair 

• 8/19- Meeting with Christine from ESC 

• 8/20- Vaping Presentation Youth Detention Center 

• 8/26- Wellness Committee Meeting 

• 8/28- Webinar: “Recruiting and Retaining Youth Leaders in Youth Led Prevention” 

• 8/28- Webinar: “Going Beyond the Classroom: Unique Prevention Strategies for Schools” 

• 8/29- Table at Windsor Laurelwood for Overdose Awareness Day 
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Safe Communities 

 

With the departure of Health Educator Katelyn Van Norstran, Christine Margalis resumed duties 

managing the Safe Communities grant program.  On August 8th, Christine hosted the Drive 

Sober or Get Pulled Over Kickoff in partnership with the Downtown Painesville Organization 

and the Downtown Painesville Car Cruise. A speaker from the Ohio State Highway Patrol shared 

his views on impaired driving, and guests had the opportunity to interact using the fatal vision 

goggles. Both the News Herald and Lake County Tribune provided pre-event coverage in their 

print and online editions.  Additionally, Christine completed the July Expenditure report and 

maintained communication with the Coalition during this transition period.  

 

Lake County Safe Communities Coalition  

Program Performance 

August YTD  

Number of fatal traffic accidents  2 9 

 

Project DAWN 

 

On August 14th, Christine Margalis attended the Ohio Prevention Network’s Education & 

Awareness Committee Meeting via Zoom. Topics included Overdose Awareness Day activities 

and leveraging resources despite funding challenges. 

 

 

Creating Healthy Communities 

 

This month Creating Healthy Communities continued to move forward. Good news finally came 

for the Huntington Park improvement project. After waiting for an equipment delivery date since 

May, the playground equipment was delivered in August and was partially installed shortly after. 

The final construction will take place in September.  

 

While the Policy, Systems, and Environmental Change assessment was completed in July, in 

August, Tiffany Wurts scheduled to present the findings at the September City Council meeting 

with the City of Eastlake. The purpose of presenting the PSE findings to leaders and community 

members is to share information and the projects selected for next year that were identified 

through the PSE. Also, the SNAP access program at Painesville Farmers Market continues to go 

strong each Thursday until the market ends for the season on September 18th.  

 

Program Performance 

Project DAWN  

August 

2025 

YTD 

2025 

Naloxone Kits Distributed to the Community 18 252 

Number of People Trained 18 267 

Number of Known Reversals by Community Members 0 0 

Number of Fentanyl Test Strips Distributed 5 163 

Number of Kit Distributed to Law Enforcement Agencies 0 206 

Number of Law Enforcement Administration Reported 0 6 

Number of Lives Saved Reported by Law Enforcement 0 6 



September 15, 2025 - 24 -  

 

Lastly, Christine Margalis and Tiffany had a site visit with CHC advisor, Kelly Debrosse. 

Christine and Tiffany discussed the 2026 workplan and budget feedback. Tiffany gave Kelly a 

tour of this year’s projects at the Painesville Farmers Market and Huntington Park and next 

year’s project locations and goals. 

 

Other Activities by Tiffany Wurts  

Tiffany represented Lake County General Health District at the Back to School Bash at Harvey 

High School and provided access to free Naloxone kits on Project DAWN Awareness Day at the 

Windsor Laurelwood Center. Lastly, Tiffany worked with Wellness Committee members to 

continue organizing worksite wellness initiatives.  

 

Meetings/Trainings/Initiatives Attended by Tiffany Wurts: 

• 08/02, Event, Back to School Bash 

• 08/21, Event, Painesville Farmers Market 

• 08/26, Meeting, Wellness Committee Meeting 

• 08/28, Meeting, CHC Site Visit 

• 08/28, Event, Painesville Farmers Market 

• 08/29, Event, Project DAWN Overdose Awareness Day at Windsor-Laurelwood Center 

 

 

4.05.03 

Emergency Preparedness Manager 

 

On August 4, the Preparedness Team attended the Ohio Department of Health’s Statewide 

Integrated Preparedness Planning Workshop in Columbus.  The daylong event included several 

training sessions on various preparedness and epidemiology related topics, as well as a breakout 

session for the Northeast Ohio region to plan our regional Capstone exercise series that will 

occur over the next four years.  The FY26 requirement for a discussion-based exercise was met 

on-site at the event through working with the region to select a severe weather hazard scenario 

which will occur during a simulated long-term cyber outage impacting statewide systems to test 

redundant communications.  The region selected a severe winter storm scenario to test our 

continuity of operations capabilities for the series.  In FY27, 28, and 29, there will be a drill, 

functional exercise, and full scale exercise, respectively, using this scenario. 

 

On August 21, LCGHD was notified that the delayed funds for the PHEP Core grant have been 

released by CDC, meaning that Lake and Geauga counties will receive their full PHEP and CRI 

grant allocations with level funding from the FY25 year (potential 28% cut is restored) and that 

ODH will advise on the status of paused deliverables by the end of September. 

 

Jessica Wakelee has been selected to attend the 2026 Leadership Lake County Signature 

Program.  On August 27, Ms. Wakelee attended the orientation to kick off the program year, 

which runs through May.  The program includes an opening retreat September 18-19, monthly 

program days which will include visiting sites in Lake County to learn about Lake County 

amenities and services, each accompanied by leadership learning sessions, a mid-year retreat in 

January, and participation in a group service project.  Participation in this program will help 



September 15, 2025 - 25 -  

 

build leadership skills, make additional connections for LCGHD in Lake County, and help 

identify areas for potential collaboration. 

 

The Preparedness Team was featured in the Ohio Department of Health’s Bureau of Health 

Preparedness (BHP) Quarterly Newsletter, August 2025 Issue for our poster presentation at the 

Public Health Preparedness Summit in San Antonio April 29-May 2.  The BHP Quarterly News 

includes news items and updates related to the preparedness programs under the Bureau’s 

oversight, timely preparedness topics, as well as featuring work and preparedness initiatives of 

local health departments (see feature below). 
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4.05.04 

Emergency Preparedness 

 

In preparation of the BioWatch Full-Scale Exercise in September, Emergency Response 

Coordinator (ERC) Dawn Cole facilitated a dry run of the BioWatch Risk Communication Call 

as part of the BioWatch Advisory Committee Meeting at MetroHealth on August 19, 2025. 

 

Ms. Cole developed and issued Public Information Officer (PIO) Highlights e-mail listserv that 

included topics of interest to PIOs in Ohio.  In addition to all new graduates of the L-105 Public 

Information Basics class offered by the Ohio Department of Public Safety and Ohio Emergency 

Management Agency being encouraged to subscribe to the listserv, Ms. Cole learned that 

participants in FEMA’s Executive Public Information Officer (EPIO) Program are using the 

listserv as a basis for finding the latest research to complete their capstone EPIO paper 

requirement.  The EPIO paper is an original paper representing the culminating experience of all 

EPIO participants and designed to reflect the EPIO participant’s commitment to lead the future 

of public information.  Ms. Cole, who holds an Advanced PIO (APIO) certification intends to 

competitively apply to the EPIO program during FEMA’s next open application period. 

 

Ms. Cole trained with the Lake County Hazardous Incident Team on modern decontamination 

procedures developed by the 52nd Civil Support Team (CST) at Mentor Fire Station #4 on 

August 20, 2025.  The 52nd CST is an Ohio National Guard unit of soldiers and airmen trained to 

assist civilian authorities in responding to domestic incident involving Chemical, Biological, 

Radiological, Nuclear, and high-yield Explosive (CBRNE) threats.   

 

The following Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) grant deliverables were submitted 

to Ohio Department of Health (ODH): 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 2.1 – Integrated Preparedness Planning Workshop (IPPW) 

Attendance 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 3.1 – Communications Worksheet 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 4.1 – Build Community Profile Template 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 7.1 – Targeted Communications Rubric 

 

The following PHEP grant deliverables were approved by ODH: 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 2.1 – Integrated Preparedness Planning Workshop (IPPW) 

Attendance 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 3.1 – Communications Worksheet 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 4.1 – Build Community Profile Template 

• PHEP Deliverable-Objective 7.1 – Targeted Communications Rubric 

 

Public Information Events/Products Date 

September is National Preparedness Month message on hold (Dawn Cole) 8/6/2025 

Preparedness Starts at Home Bridge article (Dawn Cole) 8/26/2025 
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Exercises/Meetings/Trainings Attended: 

• All ODH/Local Health Department Together WeCaN (Biweekly Communication and 

News) Webinars sponsored by ODH in August. 

• All National Weather Service Weekly Weather Briefings in August. 

• Integrated Preparedness Planning Workshop in Columbus, Ohio on August 4, 2025. 

• L-105 Public Information Basic at Lorain County Emergency Management Agency on 

August 13-15, 2025. 

• Virtual Northeast Ohio Public Information Officer Workgroup meeting on August 18, 

2025. 

 

Quality Improvement Updates 

 

No updates at this time.  The Preparedness Team is developing and populating an after-action 

report corrective action tracker using Clear Impact (ODH sponsored Performance Management 

System).  This system will allow for corrective actions to be assigned to staff with automated 

quarterly reminders to aid in timely completion.  The team hopes to implement tracking for Q3 

2025. 

 

 

4.05.05 

 Epidemiology 

 

In August, Lake County reported 139 confirmed COVID-19 cases, compared to 54 cases 

reported in July. During this period, one COVID-19 outbreak was identified at a nursing home in 

Mentor, involving a total of 10 cases. No additional communicable disease outbreaks were 

reported in August. The Health District also received six EpiCenter anomaly alerts, none of 

which required further investigation. 

 

 

Quality Improvement Updates 

 

No updates at this time. 
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Communicable Diseases reported among Lake County residents through August 2025 are 

provided below. 
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Christine Margalis provided the following highlights: 

 

• A health educator will be starting October 6, 2025.  She will be working on the Safe 

Communities grant and working with Christine Schriefer on the Tobacco Cessation 

grant. 

 

Jessica Wakelee provided the following highlights: 

 

• No update. 

 

 

4.05.06 

Board of Health Education: Tobacco Prevention & Cessation Activities 

 

Health Educator Christine Schriefer, MPH, began her presentation at approximately 3:01 p.m.  

She provided a review of LCGHD’s tobacco prevention and cessation program activities, 

including highlights from the FY25 grant year and program deliverables for the current year. 
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Discussions with students include vape product ingredients and the affect of vaping on 

themselves and their environment. 
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Stores that were not compliant either didn’t check IDs or still sold anyway. 
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The presentation ended at approximately 3:26 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Brian Katz asked what the consequences are for non-compliant stores.  Christine Schriefer said 

we are unable to cite or fine them, however letters are sent.  Discussions of other possibilities 

are being held, such as city-wide fines, similar to the Tobacco 21 movement. 

David Valentine asked if more convenience stores or vape stores are selling to minors.  Christine 

Schriefer said the list is received from the state and they are primarily convenience stores that 

sell cigarettes and other tobacco products.  There is currently not a list of stores that just sell 

vape products. 

Patricia Murphy asked if the work with Lake Geauga Recovery Center is targeting the staff or 

the clients.  Christine Schriefer said they are starting with the Administration Building, but can 

also include recovery homes in discussions.  She said they are willing to partner with other 

groups as well. 

Randy Owoc shared his observation of generational changes regarding cigarettes versus vaping. 

 

 

4.06 

Health Commissioner’s Report 

 

4.06.01 

Board of Health Committees 

 

Members of the Board of Health are asked to indicate the Board of Health Committee(s) on 

which they are interested in being a member for the upcoming year. The current committee 

membership for the 2024-2025 year is listed below this report, as well as a brief summary of 

Committee purpose. Committee chairmanships are either appointed by the Board president or 

chosen by Committee members. Typically, the BOH President and President Pro-Tem(pore) are 

notified and may attend all meetings. Gina Parker will enclose signup sheets in your September 

Board packets. If you wish to make any changes relative to the committees on which you serve, 

please complete the form and return it to Gina at the September Board meeting. The names will 

then be submitted to the President of the Board for approval. You will receive a new 2025-2026 

Committee list after changes have been made and it has been approved by the Board President.  

 

It is recommended that all board members serve on at least one committee and no more than 

four. Ideally each committee should not be composed of more than five members. 

 

 

4.06.02 

 From the Statehouse 

 

“Taxpayers Freedom Trilogy” Latest Legislative Property Tax Plan--Republican lawmakers 

continue putting forward new proposals aimed at addressing skyrocketing property valuations 

across the state and the tax bills that follow. 

 



September 15, 2025 - 35 -  

 

A trio of bills on the topic represented half of the legislation introduced in the House last week. 

These new proposals — dubbed the "Taxpayers Freedom Trilogy" by their sponsors — would 

disallow and eventually eliminate continuing tax levies (HB 420), allow ballot measures aimed at 

reducing inside millage (HB 421), and establish higher passage thresholds for levy requests over 

1 mill (HB 422). 

 

The lead sponsor of the bills, Rep. Gary Click (R-Vickery), said in an interview he views the 

package as potentially striking a middle ground between doing nothing and some of the more 

severe restrictions on property taxes being discussed inside and outside the Legislature. 

 

 

4.06.03 

News From Washington 

 

CDC Leadership Changes--On Wednesday, the administration announced that it had removed 

Dr. Susan Monarez from her post as The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Director, though her lawyers stated that she had not been properly terminated and has not 

resigned so she remains in her post. The administration has not offered a rationale behind the 

firing, however extensive reporting has pointed to disagreements over vaccine data and policy as 

key drivers in the decision. On Friday, Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 

Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., tapped Jim O’Neill to be acting director at CDC. O’Neill 

currently serves as Deputy Secretary at HHS. 

In addition to this shift at the top of the agency, a handful of other notable longstanding leaders at 

CDC have resigned, some of whom are former National Association of County and City Health 

Officials (NACCHO) members. These include Jen Layden, Director, Office of Public Health 

Data, Surveillance, and Technology; Demetre Daskalakis, Director, National Center for 

Immunization and Respiratory Diseases; Dan Jernigan, Director, National Center for Emerging 

and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases; and Deb Houry, Chief Medical Officer. NACCHO released a 

statement on the removal of CDC Director Susan Monarez and related senior leadership 

departures.    

 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Approves New Covid Vaccines with Restrictions--

Last Wednesday, the FDA approved the next round of Covid vaccines for people aged 65 and 

over and those with at least one underlying medical condition that puts them at higher risk for 

severe illness. Secretary Kennedy said the FDA has authorized Moderna’s shot for those aged 6 

months and older, Pfizer’s vaccine for those 5 and up, and Novavax’s shot for people 12 and 

older — but these vaccines are only recommended for individuals considered at higher risk of 

developing severe illness from the virus.   

 

While the administration has said that “these vaccines are available for all patients who choose 

them after consulting with their doctors,” public health and medical stakeholders have noted that 

these restrictions based on underlying conditions could make it difficult for many Americans to 

access the shots and raises uncertainty about whether insurance plans will continue to cover them 

for otherwise healthy individuals. While FDA’s role is to authorize use of vaccines, CDC’s 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) is tasked with determining 

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fohiohouse.gov%2Flegislation%2F136%2Fhb420&i=15
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislature.ohio.gov%2Flegislation%2F136%2Fhb421&i=16
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fohiohouse.gov%2Flegislation%2F136%2Fhb422%2Fstatus&i=17
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3Dvg3sZBQX6oPlhVtgLpRuweTthkT_TAEUohgtYpaE7xDTM4L7LjEQzzKh3fYMTcwbmSqy4nJtyhdKWPR2FK8ZPw%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=20
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3Do-b7n0eZQ1LI4SR6mcpQN3qczRzpsN6ai9P73p9czoyIAtwJsxZSa6vUnsxpOiaul6rKnazWS0BSKov7GwcmmA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=21
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3DIXLMc9BfKdsDSgpWoGRZKGClZgBdP6PS5kAICYmpR_gUx7IvBsX5vAfZvC_tfjr_vfdkAPkkM5aT7XmbqHwh-w%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=22
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3DhDWDSn6Ljd_iR5fM9XKY_3JeJlYIpgWuMj75VOYNEPBNn30GuBfCD9BY713yWbFhDrQjkHljhakSif7QI5Ac8w%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=23
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3DhDWDSn6Ljd_iR5fM9XKY_3JeJlYIpgWuMj75VOYNEPBNn30GuBfCD9BY713yWbFhDrQjkHljhakSif7QI5Ac8w%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=23
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3DXxhw-DW8bThDicZbqYBCfjGBYA8Rol56AtAiJPb2T8H7mNfQYJa7JEce88URFhCUl_eXxIJ2xXT9jSx1hXH1Dg%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=25
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fnaccho.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DvQvK-vJ653Wu15tXWydrxA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bpe%3DHEVmqUpD4L3uniqKtiXfFQyFhIK2bXSUPShhq99afcXC0NJHmsIeWhhiAkNpOH29N7H-UA4aSNnnp-XhHRB0UA%7E%7E%26amp%3Bt%3DrWcx1i7cfjDwhiUMynP9XQ%7E%7E&i=26
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recommendations of who should get vaccinated. Their next meeting is currently set for mid-

September.   

 

Association of Ohio Health Commissioners (AOHC) and Local Public Health Services 

Collaborative (LPHSC) are monitoring the vaccine policy changes and implications for 

insurance reimbursement. We will share information as we get it. An article from PBS titled FDA 

approves updated COVID-19 shots lays out the current changes and potential new roadblocks to 

care. 

 

 

4.06.04 

Ohio Dental Care 

 

Children and adults in Ohio turn to emergency departments (EDs) for preventable dental issues 

at far higher rates than the national average. 

 

In 2022, Ohio children on Medicaid were nearly twice as likely as children nationwide to visit 

the ED for dental caries. And Ohio adults experienced higher rates of ED visits for non-traumatic 

dental conditions than the rest of the country, as illustrated above. 

 

These patterns highlight gaps in access to preventive oral health services and underscore the need 

for new approaches to address the issue. One of those approaches is the MORE Care® Ohio 

pilot, which brings medical and dental providers together to integrate oral health into pediatric 

primary care, expanding access and prevention for children across the state. 

  

The pilot, which is highlighted in CareQuest Institute for Oral Health’s Partners in Progress 

report, demonstrates how collaboration, training and data-driven approaches can bridge gaps in 

care and reduce disparities, especially in rural areas. To advance this work, Health Policy 

Institute of Ohio (HPIO) and Oral Health Ohio recently convened stakeholders from across 

Ohio to discuss findings, share perspectives and explore strategies for scaling integrated care 

models statewide. 

 

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fhealth%2Ffda-approves-updated-covid-19-shots-with-some-restrictions-for-kids-and-adults&i=27
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/AOHC/ctrb/273383/29573/1116283?c=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fhealth%2Ffda-approves-updated-covid-19-shots-with-some-restrictions-for-kids-and-adults&i=27
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=68c7e31d3d&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=68c7e31d3d&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=67400966ee&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=d5526d91d8&e=0cd8bb1584
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4.06.05 

 Governor DeWine Calls for State Ban on Kratom 

 

Governor Mike DeWine this week asked the Ohio Board of Pharmacy to designate all natural 

and synthetic versions of kratom as illegal (Source: “Ohio kratom ban: Gov. Mike DeWine 

wants to declare it an illegal drug,” Columbus Dispatch, Aug. 26). 

  

If approved, Ohio would be the first state in the country to do so. 

 

Made from the leaves of a Southeast Asian tree, kratom is pitched as a treatment for chronic 

pain, opioid dependence, anxiety, depression and other disorders. It's sold online and in stores as 

powders, gummies and drinks. 

 

While it has gained popularity in recent years, kratom can be modified into highly addictive 

synthetic versions that cause psychosis, seizures, hallucinations and death. Kratom caused more 

than 200 unintentional overdose deaths in Ohio between 2019 and 2024, according to Ohio 

Department of Health data. 

https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=e8b4b12b18&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=e8b4b12b18&e=0cd8bb1584
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4.06.06 

 Ohio Among States with Most CDC Funding Cuts 

 

Following a series of court victories in other states, Ohio is now one of the top five states with 

the most cuts in Centers for Disease Control and Prevention funding for state and local health 

departments (Source: “Blue States That Sued Kept Most CDC Grants, While Red States Feel 

Brunt of Trump Clawbacks,” KFF Health News, Aug. 26). 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services in late March canceled nearly 700 Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention grants nationwide — together worth about $11 billion. Awarded 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, they supported efforts to vaccinate people, reduce health 

disparities among demographic groups, upgrade antiquated systems for detecting infectious 

disease outbreaks, and hire community health workers. 

 

Initially, grant cancellations hit blue and red states roughly evenly. Four of the five jurisdictions 

with the largest number of terminated grants were led by Democrats: California, the District of 

Columbia, Illinois, and Massachusetts. 

 

But after attorneys general and governors from about two dozen blue states sued in federal court 

and won an injunction, the balance flipped. Of the five states with the most canceled grants, four 

are led by Republicans: Texas, Georgia, Oklahoma, and Ohio. 

 

Federal CDC funding accounts for more than half of state and local health department budgets, 

according to KFF. 

 
 

4.06.07 

Marketplace Insurance Rates Expected to Spike in Ohio 

 

The approximately 583,000 people in Ohio who buy health insurance from the federal 

Affordable Care Act marketplace can expect to see their premiums increase substantially in 2026 

(Source: “Buying health insurance on the ACA marketplace? Prepare for Ohio premiums to 

go up – by quite a bit,” Signal Cleveland, Aug. 25).  

 

The 11 companies that sell health insurance to Ohio individuals on the federal marketplace are 

proposing a median premium increase of about 18% for 2026 – more than double the jump 

requested in recent years.  

 

Since the federal marketplace began in 2014, the federal government has given tax credits as a 

financial incentive for residents to sign up for insurance on the marketplace. During the COVID 

pandemic, Congress and the Biden administration made those credits more generous and did 

away with income limits on who could receive them.  

 

Since then, the number of Ohio residents enrolled in health plans through the Affordable Care 

Act marketplace has skyrocketed. In 2024, about 480,000 people enrolled – a more than 50% 

increase from the year before. About 88% of those enrolled received tax credits, according to the 

health policy organization KFF.  

https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=ca41730dbc&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=ca41730dbc&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=e739463aed&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=1726be04b5&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=1726be04b5&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=766659a2f5&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=2f891c6724&e=0cd8bb1584
https://healthpolicyohio.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64329de9e7262ef22e6a78c87&id=2f891c6724&e=0cd8bb1584


September 15, 2025 - 39 -  

 

4.06.08 

MMWR August Synopsis 

 

• Per CDC’s National Vital Statistics System 2018-2023 data, 59% of overdose deaths 

involved stimulants, with 43.1% also involving opioids, and 15.9% not. People aged 45 and 

older, and those with a history of cardiovascular disease, died more commonly of overdoses 

involving stimulants and no opioids as compared to those involving both (66.6% vs 44.2%, 

and 38.7% vs 21.2%, respectively.) Stimulant-involved overdose death rates increased from 

2018 to 2023, with the largest increases seen for psychostimulants among American Indian 

and Alaska Natives and for cocaine among Blacks. 

 

• The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommends that everyone 6 months 

old or older without a contraindication receive routine annual influenza vaccine. Updates for 

the 2025-26 influenza season include: antigenic composition updates, FDA approval of 

FluMist self-administration, FDA approval for Flublok from ages 18 years or older to 9 years 

or older, and a recommendation for only single-dose formulations free of thimerosal. The 

comprehensive summary of the updated recommendations can be found at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/hcp/acip/index.html 

 

• In June 2025, the FDA licensed clesrovimab, a second (after nirsevimab) long-acting RSV 

monoclonal antibody for preventing RSV-associated lower respiratory tract infections in 

infants, following the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommendation after 

review of safety and efficacy data since September 2024. All infants should be protected 

against RSV through either maternal RSV vaccination or via nirsevimab or clesrovimab 

administration. No one product is preferred; the choice should be guided by parent 

preference, product availability, and timing of the infant’s birth relative to the RSV season. 

Comprehensive information regarding the recommendations, safety and efficacy evidence, 

and additional consideration for all three products can be found on the CDC website at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html and 

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/pregnant-people.html. 

 

• A CDC multi-state investigation in 2024 identified 26 confirmed cases (and 1 suspected case) 

from 13 states of Salmonella Cotham, with 72% associated with contact with pet bearded 

dragons. 65% of cases were among children under 5 years old. Continued circulation of this 

rare strain of Salmonella is expected among commercially sold bearded dragons. CDC 

launched an educational campaign to inform pet suppliers, veterinarians, and the general 

public about the risks and prevention measures. 

 

• In August 2024, Maryland experienced a positive rabies test result in an aggressive feral cat 

that had been captured and euthanized. The cat was part of a group of about 20 local feral 

cats with little human care. Reverse 911 messaging identified 3 people who had been 

exposed and all received post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). No human rabies cases occurred. 

3 other cats from the colony were captured and euthanized, with no positive rabies test 

results. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/hcp/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/pregnant-people.html
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• An analysis of data from immunization information systems in 33 U.S. states and the District 

of Columbia determined that an estimated 29% of infants born between October 2023 and 

March 2024 were immunized against RSV (per August/September recommendation by the 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices) including 19% through infant receipt of 

nirsevimab and 10% through pregnant women RSV vaccination. Coverage ranged from 11% 

(Nevada) to 53% (Vermont) by state, with Ohio achieving approximately 33% coverage. 

Only 38% of infants immunized by nirsevimab received it within the optimal first week of 

life. 

 

• A review of data from the 2024 National Immunization Survey – Teen for 16,325 adolescents 

aged 13 to 17 revealed that coverage with Tdap vaccine increased from 89.0% in 2023 to 

91.3% in 2024, coverage with quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MenACWY) 

increased from 88.4% to 90.1%, and coverage with HPV vaccine remained stable for the 

third consecutive year (with 78.2% having received at least one dose, and 62.9% up to date.) 

Up to date HPV vaccination varied the most by jurisdiction (from 39.1% in Mississippi to 

79.8% in Massachusetts) and has remained lower in more rural areas as compared with cities. 

Between 65 and 71% of parents received an HPV vaccine recommendation for their child 

from a healthcare provider. 

 

• From April 18 to December 31, 2024, a survey of 3,285 participating (75.9% of the 4,326 

approached) non-critically ill adult emergency department (ED) patients across 10 EDs in 8 

U.S. cities found that 49.4% had not heard of one or more CDC-recommended vaccines for 

their age group, and 85.9% had not received them. Blacks were 1.93 times more likely to not 

be up to date with vaccines, while people without primary health care were 2.91 times more 

likely and those without health insurance were 3.01 times more likely. 46.4% said they would 

accept one or more of their missing vaccines, and 86.7% said they would accept them all, if 

they were provided during their ED visit. 

 

• In mid-2024, North Carolina public health officials determined that a patient in a skilled 

nursing facility became infected with hepatitis B after repeatedly receiving assisted blood 

glucose monitoring with shared glucometers within a minute following usage on a patient 

with previously-diagnosed but unreported hepatitis B. Although disinfection protocols were 

followed and no other potential infection control risks were identified, it is believed the 

interval between usage was insufficient for adequate disinfection. Not sharing glucometers 

among patients (as well as providing routine hepatitis B vaccination) is recommended to 

reduce risks. 
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4.06.09 

 Vital Statistics Sales and Services Rendered 

 

  

August YTD Same Period 

2024 

Birth Certificates Issued 640 5213 4075 

Death Certificates Issued 618 6016 5802 

Fetal Death Certificates Issued 0 1 0 

Burial Permits Issued 96 890 856 

Birth Certificates Filed 74 743 744 

Death Certificates Filed 145 1283 1325 

Fetal Death Certificates Filed 0 7 3 

    

 

 

Ron H. Graham provided the following highlights: 

 

• No update. 
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6.0 

 Old Business 

 

6.01 

Board of Health Tracking 

 

 
 

 

Date of BOH 

Meeting Department

New 

Business 

Item 

Number

Department Recommendations
Board Action  

(Approved/Disapproved

/Tabled)

Further Action 

Needed From 

BOH

Date BOH 

Informed of 

Outcome

Informed of Outcome & 

Method 

Date Closed

11/18/24 ADMIN 7.05

Permission to Contract with James Martin 

Contracting Services, $214,887.00 APPROVED N

02/24/25 EH 7.02

Request For Legal Action Against Rasha & Sanieh 

Worthing-White APPROVED N

04/21/25 PH&EP 7.04

Permission to Submit FFY 2026 Creating Healthy 

Communities Grant, $95,000 APPROVED N

04/21/25 PH&EP 7.05

Permission to Submit FFY 2026 Lake County Safe 

Communities Coalition Grant, $46,200 APPROVED N

04/21/25 PH&EP 7.06

Permission to Submit FFY 2026 Geauga County Safe 

Communities Coalition Grant, $38,500 APPROVED N

04/21/25 EH 7.09

Request for Legal Action Against Food 

Establishment Operators/Food Service Operators 

for Failure to Renew Food License and Operating 

Without a License APPROVED N

05/19/25 HEO 7.02 Permission to Submit FY26 WIC Grant, $1,000,572 APPROVED N

05/19/25 EH 7.05

Request For Legal Action Against A&M Estates 5 

LLC APPROVED N

**As of March 2025, requests for legal action against homowners who are non-compliant with their Operation and Maintenance Permits are received on a monthly basis and are 

not included in the above table.
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7.01 

 

7.01.01 

Certification of Monies, Resolution 25-09-07-01-01-100 

 

Brian Katz moved and Patricia Murphy seconded a motion to adopt Resolution 25-09-

07-01-01-100 to approve payment of bills, as listed in the recapitulation sheets attached to 

these minutes, be adopted; motion carried. 

 

 

7.01.02 

Increase/Decrease Appropriations, Resolution 25-09-07-01-02-100 

 

Patricia Murphy moved and Randy Owoc seconded a motion to adopt Resolution  

25-09-07-01-02-100 to Increase/Decrease Appropriations, as listed in the recapitulation sheets 

attached to these minutes, be adopted; motion carried. 

 

 

7.02 

 Permission to Accept the Drug Free Community Grant, $116,571.00 

 

Randy Owoc moved and David Valentine seconded a motion to accept from the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services for the second year of the Drug Free Community 

Grant, $116,571.00; motion carried. 

 

The funds support the efforts of community coalitions who work to prevent and reduce substance 

use among youth.  The program has two goals: 

1. Support community coalitions that work to prevent and reduce substance use among 

youth 18 years and younger by establishing and strengthening collaboration among 

communities, public and private nonprofit agencies, and federal, state, local, and tribal 

governments. 

2. Reduce substance use among youth and, over time, reduce substance use among adults by 

addressing the factors in a community that increase the risk of substance use and 

promoting the factors that minimize the risk of substance use. 

 

 

7.03 

Permission to Contract with the Educational Service Center of the Western Reserve, 

Not to Exceed $120,000 

 

Filippo Scafidi moved and Brian Katz seconded a motion to contract with the Educational 

Service Center of the Western Reserve for the Drug Free Community grant project for year 2 

of the 3-year program for a total not to exceed $120,000; motion carried.  Patricia Murphy 

abstained. 
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7.04 

Permission to Submit an Application to the Cleveland Foundation 

 

Patricia Murphy moved and Randy Owoc seconded a motion to submit an application to 

the Cleveland Foundation for a three (3) year capacity building to work in partnership with 

University Hospitals.  Funds will be utilized to host and curate data sets to further public 

health and healthcare services; motion carried. 

 

Adam Litke said no amount has been defined yet.  The funding is flexible and based on various 

data. 

 

 

7.05 

Request for Legal Action for Homeowners Who Are Non-Compliant with Their  

5-Year Operation and Maintenance Permit 

 

Filippo Scafidi moved and David Valentine seconded a motion to refer homeowners who 

are non-compliant with their 5-year Operation and Maintenance permits to the Lake County 

Prosecutor for legal action; motion carried. 

 

Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3701-29-09(I) mandates that all health districts in the state 

develop and implement a local Operation & Maintenance program to ensure all systems in their 

jurisdiction are monitored for regular maintenance and proper function. The Operation & 

Maintenance Program requires that every owner of a property with a Home Sewage Treatment 

System (HSTS) obtain, and continually renew, an Operation Permit and regularly submit proof 

that their system is receiving the minimum required maintenance as directed by that permit. 

Compliance with permit conditions is tracked on an ongoing basis, allowing Lake County 

General Health District (LCGHD) to identify and address neglected and/or failing systems. 

 

The following homeowners are to be referred to the Lake County Prosecutor for legal action. 

 

AGAINST  LOCATION   
   

GEORGE LASSNICK JR        

14126 PAINESVILLE-WARREN 

ROAD LEROY 

CHRISTOPHER & CHERYL LUZIO 

4370 CASA BELLA DRIVE 

 PERRY 

JOSEPH & JENNIFER KOENIG 

4200 FLORIDA STREET 

 PERRY 

THOMAS PROKOP   

38460 CHARDON ROAD 

 

WILLOUGHBY 

HILLS 
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7.06 

Permission for Variance Request for Hayes Drive, Willoughby Hills – Parcels 

31A002B000040, 0050, 0060, 0070, 0080 

 

Patricia Murphy moved and Randy Owoc seconded a motion to approve a variance to 

Ohio Administrative Code 3701-29-06 (H)(1); motion carried. 

 

OAC 3701-29-06(H)(1) 

“A new Sewage Treatment System (STS) shall not be sited in an area identified as a flood 

way, and only below grade soil absorption components of a new STS may be sited within 

any part of the one hundred-year flood plain except where prohibited by federal, state, or 

local regulation or ordinances.” 

 

Rick Morrison is requesting a variance to Ohio Administrative Code 3701-29-06 (H)(1) for 

parcels located on Hayes Drive in Willoughby Hills. This code section requires a homeowner to 

obtain a variance to install a below grade soil absorption STS in the flood path after combining 

the above referenced parcels into one large parcel. The staff recommends Approval of the 

variance because the following information has been submitted and reviewed by LCGHD Staff. 

 

 

1. Soils have been provided that indicated the structure of the onsite soils will 

accommodate a below grade soil absorption STS. 

2. Hydraulic Analysis provides detail information that the development of these 

properties will not increase the base flood elevations for both the 100yr flood zone 

and floodway. 

3. LCGHD Staff has reviewed the STS proposal and have concluded that a STS can 

properly be installed without impacting public health. 

4. All documentation within this variance was reviewed by Lake County Prosecutors 

Office, and approval of this variance was recommended.  

 

Dan Sinclair provided background information regarding the variance.   

 

Discussion: 

Rich Harvey asked what assurances would be made if the system malfunctions.  Dan Sinclair 

said the homeowner would be required to have an Operation and Maintenance permit and, due 

to the type of system, would require yearly maintenance. 
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