
I have an NPDES; what does that mean? 

NPDES stands for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.  It is a special type of Home Sewage 

Treatment System (HSTS) that is issued a permit through the Ohio EPA to discharge treated wastewater, or 

effluent, directly into a public waterway (a creek, ditch, storm drain etc.).  It is therefore critical that your NPDES 

tank completely treats your wastewater before it is released.  Due to the higher risk of water pollution, your 

system has been specially designed and lab tested to reach a state-wide treatment standard.  In order to achieve 

this higher level of treatment, however, your system contains more mechanical components than a conventional 

system (eg. a septic tank to leach lines).  Because of its complexity, your system requires annual sampling, more 

frequent maintenance, and cautious use by the homeowner.  If, in any given year, your sample results do not 

conform to the state-set standard, it could be due to several factors including both mechanical issues and/or 

overloading of the system.  See reverse for possible causes of non-compliant sample results and advice on 

maintenance and simple lifestyle changes that could improve the functioning of your system. 

Grab Samples 

NPDES Quick-Tips Guide 

The Ohio EPA requires that your system be sampled 

once a year to determine if it is compliant with the   

effluent discharge requirements.  This sample is called a 

grab sample since it is simply “grabbed” from a free 

flowing sample port, instead of taken several times over 

a longer period of time (composite sample).  While the 

grab sample can provide some limited information 

about how the system was functioning at the specific 

time and date that it was taken, it cannot provide a 

broader context for how the system is operating over 

time, nor can it diagnose what exactly is causing any 

potential issues.  Your annual sample results do not 

necessarily represent typical functioning of your       

system, but they can be an indication that a component 

could be malfunctioning or that you might be        

overloading the system. 
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NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) Quick-Tips Chart 
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dŽƚĂů�^ƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ�
^ŽůŝĚƐ 

ч�ϭϴ�ŵŐͬ> ^ŽůŝĚƐ�ƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐ�ĞŋƵĞŶƚ͖�ƚŚĞ�
ƚĂŶŬ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ǀĂƐƚ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ���
ƐŽůŝĚƐ͘ 

· �ǆĐĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ĂĐĐƵŵƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐŽůŝĚƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚĂŶŬ�ŝƐ�ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŽǀĞƌŇŽǁ�ƚŽ�
ĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ 

· ^ƵƌĨĂĐĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ��ĂƌĞ�
ĞŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ 

· ,ǇĚƌĂƵůŝĐ�KǀĞƌůŽĂĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƉƵƐŚŝŶŐ�
ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƚŽŽ�
ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ƐŽůŝĚƐ�ƐĞƩůŝŶŐ 

· WƵŵƉ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƚĂŶŬ� 

· DŝŶŝŵŝǌĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŐĂƌďĂŐĞ��
ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂůͬĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŇƵƐŚ�ĐŽīĞĞ�
ŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ 

· /ŶƐƚĂůůͬZĞƉĂŝƌ�ZŝƐĞƌƐͬ>ŝĚƐ�ƚŽ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝŶĮůƚƌĂƟŽŶ 

· �ŝƐĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ŐƵƩĞƌƐ�Θ�ƐƚŽƌŵ�
ĐƌŽĐŬƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ 

EŝƚƌŽŐĞŶ�ĂƐ����
�ŵŵŽŶŝĂ 

ч�Ϯ�ŵŐͬ> ��ƚŽǆŝĐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�
ƉŽůůƵƚĂŶƚ͘�,ŝŐŚ������������
ĐŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�
ǁŚĞŶ�ďĂĐƚĞƌŝĂ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�
ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�ƚƌĞĂƟŶŐ�
ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ����
ƵŶĨĂǀŽƌĂďůĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂŶŬ͘ 

· /ŶƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ŽǆǇŐĞŶ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ 

· hƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŚĂƌƐŚ�ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ 

· /ŶƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƟŵĞ—
,ǇĚƌĂƵůŝĐ�KǀĞƌůŽĂĚŝŶŐ 

· dŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚͬƚŽŽ�ůŝƩůĞ�ǁĂƐƚĞ͖�����
ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ǀĂĐĂŶĐǇ 

· �ůĞĂŶͬZĞƉĂŝƌ��ĞƌĂƟŽŶ�����
ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ 

· DŝŶŝŵŝǌĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂĐŝĚƐ͕��
ďĂƐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ƚŽǆŝĐ�ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ 

· ^ƉƌĞĂĚ�ŽƵƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĂŐĞ 

��K�Њ ч�ϭϱ�ŵŐͬ> �ŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽǆǇŐĞŶ�����
ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞĚ�ďǇ�ďĂĐƚĞƌŝĂ�ŝŶ�
Ă�ϱ�ĚĂǇ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ—ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�
ŽǀĞƌĂůů�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�
ƚĞƌŵ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů��
ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘��/ŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ�ƉŽŽƌ�
ĂĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ��������
ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘ 

· �ĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ��
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�Žƌ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƟĂůůǇ�
ĐůŽŐŐĞĚ�ĐĂƵƐŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ�Ăŝƌ�
ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ 

· DĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞ-ĂĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�
ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ 

· ,ĞĂǀǇ�ůŽĂĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ĨĂƚƐ͕�ŽŝůƐ͕�ŐƌĞĂƐĞƐ͕�ĐƌĞĂŵƐͬƐƵŐĂƌƐ 

· &ŝǆͬĐůĞĂŶ�ĂĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�����
ƌĞ-ĂĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ;ƐͿ 

· DŝŶŝŵŝǌĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ůĂƵŶĚƌǇ���
ĚĞƚĞƌŐĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ĨĂďƌŝĐ�ƐŽŌĞŶĞƌƐ�
ŚŝŐŚ�ŝŶ�ůĂŶŽůŝŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�
ƐůŝŵĞ�ĐůŽŐƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚƵďĞƐ 

· �ŝƐĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐŽŌĞŶĞƌ�
ĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ 

�͘�ĐŽůŝ ч�ϰϭϬ��
�ŽůŽŶǇ�
&ŽƌŵŝŶŐ�
hŶŝƚƐ�
;�&hͿ�ƉĞƌ�
ϭϬϬ�ŵ> 

�ĂĐƚĞƌŝĂ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�
ǁĂƐƚĞ͖�Ăƚ�ŚŝŐŚ�������������
ĐŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�
ŵĂŬĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƐŝĐŬ͘��
ΎΎΎDŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚĞƐƚ�
ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘ 

· �ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ��ŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�;ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�
hs�ďƵůď�Žƌ�ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂů�ĚŝƐƉĞŶƐĞƌͿ�ŝƐ�
ŝŶĞīĞĐƟǀĞ 

· ,ǇĚƌĂƵůŝĐ�KǀĞƌůŽĂĚŝŶŐ 

· �ůĞĂŶ͕�ZĞƉĂŝƌ͕�Žƌ�ZĞƉůĂĐĞ�hs�
ďƵůď 

· �ĚĚ��ƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ��ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ�
�ŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ 

· ^ƉƌĞĂĚ�ŽƵƚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƵƐĂŐĞ 

�ŝƐƐŽůǀĞĚ������
KǆǇŐĞŶ 

ш�ϲ�ŵŐͬ> �ŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽǆǇŐĞŶ����
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ďĂĐƚĞƌŝĂ�ƚŽ�
ƚƌĞĂƚ�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ͘�� 

· ^ĞĞ���K�Њ͖�ƐĂŵĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂƉƉůǇ · ^ĞĞ���K�Њ͖�ƐĂŵĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ��
ĂƉƉůǇ 


